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Squaring-off 
corners

P
aul Whibley (world enduro rider and all-round 
nice guy) and I (long-haired layabout and 
all-round pain in the ass) train regularly at the 
same location and we’ve devised a little special 
test. It only takes about a minute to get round 

but it’s good fun and it’s a decent indicator for us to use 
when we’re testing bikes, as we know what feels right 
and what times we should roughly be getting. Anyway, 
we’re always trying to go faster and faster so we’ve found 
ourselves squaring a few corners off. The technique’s 
nothing new, but it does have its advantages. 

There’s one particular corner, due to the following 
straight being deeply rutted, which we square-off each 
time without fail; it means we can get on the inside of the 
track where it is smooth, rather than follow the natural 
curve of the corner, which would fire us out into the knarly 
stuff. By squaring-off it gives us an easier time on a better 
line, there’s more grip and we gain valuable seconds. 

Generally, you only use this technique once you get 
familiar with a circuit because it’ll take a few laps to see 
where you might gain something by doing it. However, if 
you’re pretty sharp and keep looking ahead you can often 
find good reason to put it into practice in random places, but, 
like we said, you’ve gotta be sharp and you’ve gotta keep 
looking forward, further down the trail you’re on to ensure 
you’re picking the right line. Good luck experimenting.  

It’s common sense really, but 
squaring off a corner can translate 
to a faster lap time. Not only that, 
but it can also help you avoid the 
rough stuff, setting you off to tackle 
an alternative route on a much 
smoother line. But you’ve gotta be 
smart to spot when and where to 
use the technique. You are smart, 
aren’t you?
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Approach
As you can see in these images I am sat well 

forward, elbows up with my arms in their 
strongest position. Also, my left leg is out, pointing 
towards my front-wheel’s spindle, and I’ve moved 

my bum from the centre-line of the seat to its 
outer edge – the opposite edge to the direction 

I’m going to turn. Obviously, I have already 
finished braking and I’ve selected the right gear, 
so I’m now leaning the bike over and looking at 

the point at which I want to turn.

Turning Point
This is the turning point. What differentiates this 

technique from your average, run-of-the-mill bermed 
corner is the way you select a point of the berm to 

square off in advance. So rather than looking through 
the corner to begin with you focus on establishing 

that fixed point in your head. As my front wheel 
reaches the turning point (which I selected) I turn the 

handlebars sharply and, simultaneously, whack on 
the throttle. The bike should then fire out of the berm 

and up the inside of the track ahead! It is extremely 
important to accelerate, of course, as simply turning 

hard will result in ejection over the handlebars. 
Not good. Painful even.

Avoid This
You can see in these images that the main line out 
of the corner – which would fire you out onto the 
straight – is deep sand and pretty bumpy, so by 
squaring-off and coming up the inside you avoid 
all the drama associated with sand and bumps, 
and have a much faster line. 
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Tell Them I 
Taught You
Chris Hockey (AKA Kiwi) offers one-to-one 
or group tuition to those willing to put their 
lives in his hands (only kidding – he knows his 
stuff does ol’Kiwi). So if you’re interested in 
learning from the hairy one…

CONTACT
Tel: 07971 447085
Email: chrishockey@endurotech.co.uk 
Web: www.endurotech.co.uk

Weight Forward 
These photos demonstrate the need to get your weight forward as you accelerate 
away. In this instance my feet are already on the ‘pegs so I can push myself 
forward to prevent the front end rising as I power away. I can also lift my butt out 
of the seat and let the bike soak up the terrain.

Show off 
I’m home and dry here, gassing it up the smooth, 
inside line on my way to a considerably faster, not 
to mention easier lap time. Sweeeet.


